. The increased frequency of the c4 allele in the prostate cancer cases resembles its increased frequencv in dementia of 0.22 (Slooter et al. 1997) .
Furthermore. the t-o prostate cancer patients who were homozvgous £4--4 were age 52 and 58 vears. significantly younger than the average age (67 ± 5.7 -ears. mean ± s.d.) of the 33 other patients (P = 0.0248. Maann-Whitney U' test and Wilcoxon rank sum It'-test corrected for ties). In Alzheimer's disease. the patients who are homozygous £4--E4 also have the earliest disease onset (Blacker et al. 1997) . Thus. further investigation of the possible relationship of ApoE to prostate cancer. and perhaps other forms of cancer. might be worthwhile. S Lehrer, 30 West 60th Street. New York-,NY 100)3. USA
